
 

 

CHRYL N. LAIRD  
Curriculum Vitae 

March 2023 
 

Government and Politics 
University of Maryland College Park 

3140 Tydings Hall 
College Park, MD 20742 

cnlaird@umd.edu 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 

Associate Professor, Government and Politics, University of Maryland College Park, 2022-present 
Assistant Professor, Government and Politics, University of Maryland College Park, 2021-2022 
Marvin H. Green Jr. Assistant Professor of Government, Bowdoin College, 2021 
Assistant Professor, Government and Legal Studies, Bowdoin College, 2017-2021 
Assistant Professor, Political Science & African American Studies, St. Louis University, 2014-2017 
 
EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D., Political Science, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, 2014 
M.A., Political Science, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, 2008 
B.A., Government and Politics, University of Maryland, College Park, MD, 2005 
B.A., African American Studies, University of Maryland College Park, MD, 2005 
 
PEER-REVIEWED BOOK 
 

White, Ismail K. and Chryl N. Laird. 2020. Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape Black Political Behavior. Princeton 
University Press  

-Winner of 2021 Best Book Award, American Political Science Association (APSA) 
-Co-Winner of 2021 Best Book Award, APSA Race Ethnicity and Politics Section 
-Finalist for the 2021 Prose Award for Government and Politics 
- A Discussion of Ismail K. White and Chryl N. Laird’s Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape 
Black Political Behavior. Featuring: Nikol G. Alexander-Floyd, Leonie Huddy and Keneshia Grant 
Michael Leo Owens, Candis Watts Smith. Perspectives on Politics, 19(1), 219- 
220. doi:10.1017/S1537592720004491 

 
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES  
 

[8] Wamble, Julian J., Chryl N. Laird, Corrine M. McConnaughy, and Ismail K. White. 2022 “We Are One: 
Understanding the Maintenance of Black Democratic Party Loyalty.” Journal of Politics 84 (2): 682-697. 

[7] Benjamin, Andrea. Ray Block, Jared K. Clemons, Chryl N. Laird, and Julian J. Wamble. 2020. “Not Set in 
Stone: Investigating the Determining Factors of Confederate Monument Removal.” PS: Political Science & 
Politics 53(2): 237-242. 

[6] Burge, Camille, Julian J. Wamble, and Chryl N. Laird. 2020.“Missing the Mark?: An Exploration of 
Targeted Campaign Advertising’s Effect on African American Political Engagement.” Politics, Groups and 
Identities 8(2): 423-437. 
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[5] Wamble, Julian J. and Chryl N. Laird. 2020 “The Power of Post-Racial: An Exploration of Post-Racial 
Rhetoric’s Influence on Candidate Evaluations.” Politics, Groups and Identities 8(3): 515-534.  

[4] White, Ismail K, Chryl N. Laird, Ernest B. McGowen, and Jared K. Clemons. 2019. “Political Awareness in 
Black and White: The Effect of Attention to Black Political Discourse on Black Opinion Formation.” In 
How Public Policy Impacts Racial Inequality, eds. Josh Grimm and Jaime Loke. Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State 
University Press. pp.166-191. 

[3] McClerking, Harwood K. Chryl N. Laird, and Ray Block. 2019. “The Fragility of Racial Transcendence: An 
Analysis of Oprah Winfrey’s Endorsement of the Barack Obama 2008 Presidential Campaign.”  American 
Politics Research 47(2): 304-328.  

[2] Laird, Chryl N. 2019. “Black Like Me: How Political Communication Changes Racial Group Identification 
and Its Implications.” Politics, Groups and Identities 7(2): 324-346. 

[1] White, Ismail K., Chryl N. Laird, and Troy D. Allen. 2014 “Selling Out?: The Politics of Navigating 
Conflicts Between Racial Group Interest and Self-Interest.” with Ismail White and Troy Allen. American 
Political Science Review 108 (4): 783-800. 

-Winner of Best Paper, APSA Race, Ethnicity and Politics Section 2014 
-Winner of Rodney G. Higgins Award, National Conference of Black Political Scientists, 2014 

 
INVITED BOOK REVIEW 
 

[1] Laird, Chryl N. Book Review: Diversity’s Child: People of Color and the Politics of Identity, by Efrén O 
Pérez. 2021. Perspectives on Politics 20 (2): 730-731. 

 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS (selection) 
 

“We Got a Black Woman on the Ticket. At Last.” August 2020. The New York Times 
 

“Biden lost his ‘electable’ claim. That’s why black votes are up for grabs again.” February 2020. The Washington Post 
 

“Trump Doesn’t Understand Why Black Voters Stick Together” February 20202. The Atlantic 
 

“Would America vote for Oprah for president.” March 2018. The Conversation. 
 

“Why Black Voter Turnout Fell in 2016.” January 2018. Vox Mischiefs of Faction 
 
WORKING PAPERS/PROJECTS 
  

“Order Matters: How Question Order Affects Linked Fate Responses Among African Americans” 
 

“Me versus “We?”: How Blacks Reconcile Cognitive Dissonance with Linked Fate” 
 

All Things Equal? How Perceptions of Racial Progress Undermine Racial Progress with Julian Wamble 
 

“The Effects of Social Networks on Black Women’s Partisanship” with Julian Wamble 
 

“Self-Persuasion and Attitude Change in Institutional Actors” with Morgan Hazelton and Molly Wilson 
 

“Black and White: Beyond the Water’s Edge: Racial Gaps in Foreign Policy Preferences” with Naima-Green Riley, 
Joshua Kertzer, and Julian Wamble 
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FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS AND AWARDS 
 

1. Best Book Award, Race, Ethnicity and Political Section, American Political Science Association, 2021 
2. Best Book Award, American Political Science Association, 2021 ($5000) 

3. Distinguished Junior Scholar Award, Political Psychology Section, American Political Science Assoc., 2021 

4. Sydney B. Karofsky Prize for Teaching Excellence, Bowdoin College 2021 ($12,000) 

5. Marvin H. Green Assistant Professorship, Bowdoin College 2021 ($4000 annually) 
6. Karofsky Faculty Encore Lecture, Bowdoin College, 2018 ($500) 

7. Ford Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Alternate, 2017 

8. Mellon Faculty Development Award, St. Louis University, 2016 ($3,000) 

9. President’s Research Fund, St. Louis University, Co-Investigator, 2016 ($39,500) 

10. Teach to the Mission Syllabus Project, St. Louis University, 2015 ($500) 
11. Ernest A. Calloway, Jr. Excellence in Teaching Award. St. Louis University Society of African American 

Studies, 2015 
12. Rodney Higgins Best Faculty Paper Award Presented at the National Conference of Black Political Scientists, 

with Ismail K. White and Troy Allen, 2014 
13. Best Paper Award: Race & Ethnic Politics Section Presented at the American Political Science Association 

Conference, with Ismail K. White and Troy Allen, 2014 

14. National Center for Institutional Diversity Exemplary Diversity Scholar, University of Michigan, 2014  

15. APSA Travel Grant, American Political Science Association, 2013 ($250) 

16. Estella Southard Scholarship, Department of Political Science, The Ohio State University, 2013 ($6000) 

17. Madison H. Scott Research Grant, Department of Political Science, The Ohio State University, 2012 ($3000) 
18. Mershon Center for International Security Studies Graduate Student Research Grant, The Ohio State 

University, 2011 ($5000) 

19. Office of Diversity and Inclusion Research Grant, The Ohio State University, 2011 ($1000) 
20. Lucius Barker Award, Best Paper Investigating Race or Ethnicity and Politics Presented at the 2011 Midwest 

Political Science Association Conference, with Corrine McConnaughy and Ismail White 

21. AGEP-SBES Travel Grant, College of Social and Behavioral Science, The Ohio State University, 2009 ($750) 
22. AGEP-SBES Graduate Student Research Grant, College of Social and Behavioral Science, The Ohio State 

University, 2008 ($500) 
23. AGEP-SBES Graduate Student Summer Research Assistantship, College of Social and Behavioral Science, 

The Ohio State University, 2008 
24. Madison H. Scott Research Grant, Department of Political Science, The Ohio State University, 2007 ($1200) 

National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, Honorable Mention, 2006 

25. Ford Foundation Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, Honorable Mention, 2006  

26. Graduate Enrichment Fellowship, The Ohio State University, 2006 

27. APSA Minority Fellowship, American Political Science Association, 2006-2007  
28. Phi Beta Kappa Honors Society, University of Maryland College Park, 2005  

29. Ronald E. McNair Scholar, University of Maryland College Park, 2005 
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30. Ralph Bunche Summer Institute Fellow, American Political Science Association, Duke University, 2004 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
American Political Science Association, 2010, 2013, 2015-2021 
International Society of Political Psychology 2022 
Midwest Political Science Association, 2010-2012, 2015-2017 
National Conference of Black Political Scientists, 2008, 2009, 2015, 2020 
Southern Political Science Association, 2016  
Symposium on the Politics of Immigration, Race, and Ethnicity 2015 
Visions in Methods, 2017 
 
INVITED PROFESSIONAL TALKS 
 

Capital Area Food Bank, February 2022 
Columbia University, Department of Political Science, November 2022  
University of Pennsylvania, Political Science Department, Oct. 2021 
University of Maryland College Park, Department of Government and Politics, April 2021 
Princeton University, Center for the Study of Democratic Studies, March 2021 
Georgetown University, Department of Government, March 2021 
University of Pennsylvania, Center for the Study of Ethnicity, Race, and Immigration, Jan. 2021 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Elections Research Center, Dec. 2020 
University of Maryland College Park, Department of African American Studies, Oct./Nov. 2020 
Emory University, School of Nursing, Nov. 2020 
Washington University St. Louis, Department of Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Oct. 2020 
University of San Diego, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Oct. 2020 
University of Exeter, International Institute for Cultural Inquiry Oct. 2020 
Tufts University, Department of Political Science, Oct. 2020 
The Brookings Institute, Sept. 2020  
Florida State University, Department of Political Science, Sept. 2020 
The Riley Institute at Furman University Sept. 2020 
Princeton University, The Mamdouha S. Bobst Center for Peace & Justice Program on Inequality, May 2018 
Harvard University, Department of Government, Sept. 2017  
George Washington University, Department of Political Science, Feb. 2017  
Bowdoin College, Government and Legal Studies, Feb. 2017  
Brandeis University, Dept. of Politics and Department of African and Afro-American Studies, Dec. 2015  
Washington University in St. Louis, Department of Political Science, Dec.2015.  
University of Central Florida, Department of Political Science, Nov. 2015 
Capital University, Martin Luther King Jr. Lecture, January 2013 
 
MEDIA INTERVIEWS AND COMMENTARY (selection): 
 

1. Wilkins, Tracee. “The Next Migration: Prince George's County Wealth Shifts to Charles County.” NBC 4 
Washington. February 2023. Washington, DC. TV. (link) 

 

2. Salkin, Jeff. "MPT Coverage-Maryland Inauguration 2023 - Gov. Wes Moore.” Maryland Public Television. 
January 2023. Owings Mill, MD. Digital Media. (link) 

 

3. Janesch, Sam. "Gov.-elect Wes Moore embraces Maryland’s Black history as he readies for historic oath of 
office." The Baltimore Sun.  January 17, 2023. Baltimore, MD. Print Media. (link) 
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4. Parker, Mario. and Christian Hall., "Maryland’s First Black Governor Gives Democrats Hope After a Biden 
White House.” Bloomberg. January 17, 2023. Digital Media. (link) 

 
5. Samuels, Alex. "What Will New Leadership In Congress Mean For Democrats?" FiveThirtyEight.  January 11, 

2023. New York. Digital Media. (link) 
 

6. Hall, Lorenzo and Lesli Foster. “WUSA9: 2022 Midterm Election Coverage.” WUSA9. November 8, 2022. 
Washington, DC. Digital Media. (link) 

 

7. Wilkins, Tracee. “Wes Moore to Become 3rd Black Governor in U.S. History.” NBC 4 Washington. November 
2022. Washington, DC. TV. (link)  
 

8. Garnder, Akayla. “Republicans Set Record for Black, Latino Candidates Despite Trump’s Appeals to White 
Voters.” Bloomberg. October 2022. New York. Digital Media. (link) 
 

9. Wiggins, Ovetta et al. “Meet the candidates who want to be Maryland’s next governor.” The Washington Post. 
July 2022. Washington, DC. Digital Media. (link) 

 

10. Marans, Daniel. “Glenn Ivey, Former Prosecutor Buoyed By Pro-Israel Money, Wins Heated Maryland 
Primary.” The Huffington Post. July 2022. Digital Media. (link) 

 

11. Lyons, Ivy. “Historic Supreme Court nominee has ties to DC.” WTOP. February 2022. Digital Media. (link) 
 

12. Fries, Steve. “GOP Bets on Black Conservatives As Key to Victory: 'We Change or We Die'.” Newsweek. 
February 2022. Print Media. (link) 

 

13. Delmore, Erin. “One of these women could be our next Supreme Court justice.” MSNBC. January 2022. 
Digital Media. (link) 

 

14. Lee, John. “Youth and Experience To Square Off In 2nd Congressional District Race.” WYPR. August 2021. 
Radio. (link) 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

University of Maryland College Park 
 Undergraduate 
 GVPT 479B Black Politics, Fall 2022, Spring 2023 
 GVPT 479W Women of Color in Politics, Spring 2022, Fall 2022 
 
 Graduate 
 GVPT 826B Selected Problems in Political Behavior; Race and Ethnic Politics, Fall 2023 
 GVPT 771 Seminar in American Political Behavior, Spring 2024 
 
Bowdoin College  

GOV1005 Women of Color in Politics, Fall 2017, Fall 2018, Fall 2019 
GOV2039 Urban Politics, Spring 2017, Spring 2020 
GOV2052 Race and Ethnic Politics, Fall 2017, Spring 2017, Fall 2019, Spring 2020 
GOV2050 Public Opinion and Voting, Fall 2018 
 

St. Louis University  
Undergraduate  
AAM2010 Contemporary Black America, Spring 2015, Fall 2016  
AAM4970 Research Methods in African American Studies, Fall 2015  
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AAM4960 Capstone in African American Studies, Spring 2016  
POLS2150 Black Politics, Autumn 2014  
POLS2220 Urban Politics, Spring 2015, Fall 2016  
POLS1100 Introduction to American Government, Spring 2016  
POLS2150 Race and Ethnic Politics, Spring 2017 

 
Graduate  
POLS5130 American Race Relations, Fall 2015 

 
The Ohio State University  

Undergraduate  
PS 504 Black Politics, Autumn 2011, Spring 2012  
PS 505 Urban Government, Autumn 2009, Spring 2010, Spring 2011  
PS 201 Political Behavior, Autumn 2010, Summer 2010, Summer 2011, Winter 2011  
PS 101 Introduction to American Government, Winter 2009, Winter 2010, Winter 2012, Autumn 2013 

 
Teaching Assistant, The Ohio State University 

Undergraduate 
PS201 Political Behavior (Honors), Autumn 2007 
PS504 Black Politics, Autumn 2007, Spring 2008 

 
Graduate  
PS504 Black Politics, Spring 2008 

 
 
UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE 
 

Member, Merit Committee, University of Maryland College Park, 2022-2023 
Member, Graduate Studies Committee, University of Maryland College Park, 2022-2023 
Member, Student Fellowships Committee, Bowdoin College, 2018-2020 
Member, The Slavery History Memory & Reconciliation Project Working Group, St. Louis University, 2016-2017 
Faculty Mentor, Department of Political Science and African American Studies, St. Louis University, 2014-2017 
Committee Member, College of Arts and Sciences Core Assessment Committee, St. Louis University, 2015-2017 
Faculty Advisor, Society of African American Studies, St. Louis University, 2015-2016 
Panelist. Ferguson: One Year Out. Social Justice Night, St. Louis University School of Social Work, 2015 
Panelist. “The Democratization of the Black Voice: Orality and Literacy in the Age of Digital Social Media,” 

Symposium on Race and Expression, St. Louis University, 2015 
Panelist, “Beyond Obama: A Conversation about Race and Politics in America," Diversity Series, University 

Office of Diversity and Inclusion, The Ohio State University, 2012 
Student Coordinator, Office of Diversity and Inclusion Prospective Student Visit, Department of Political Science, 

The Ohio State University, 2012 
Department Recruiter, Ralph Bunche Summer Institute Recruitment Fair, The Ohio State University,  2007-2008 
Student Representative, Parallel Graduate Studies Committee, Department of Political Science, The Ohio State 

University, 2006-2007 
 
Advisor 
Dissertation Committee Co-Chair: Jennifer St. Sume (Ph.D. Student, University of Maryland) 
Dissertation Committee Member: Yangzi Zhao (Ph.D. 2021., Stony Brook University; Research Associate, Avenues The 
World School), Will Bishop (Ph.D. Candidate, University of Maryland), Chloe Ricks (Ph.D. Candidate, University of 
Pennsylvania), Elaine Rudder (Ph.D. Candidate, Frostburg State University)  
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PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND SERVICE 
 

Mentor, Section 32: Elections, Public Opinion and Voting Behavior Career Fellow, American Political Science 
Association, 2022-2023 

Governing Council Member, International Society of Political Psychology, 2021-Present 
Committee Member, Distinguished Junior Scholar Award, Political Psychology Section, American Political Science 

Association, 2021 
Section Co-Chair, Section 10: Voting and Turnout, Midwest Political Science Association, 2020-2021 
Board Member, Maine Center for Economic Policy, 2020-2021 
Advisory Board Member, Bowdoin College Children’s Center, 2020-Present 
Co-Program Chair, National Conference of Black Political Scientists 2018 Annual Meeting, 2018-2019 
Bowdoin Affiliate, Identities Politics Research Group, 2017 
Member, Outreach Committee, American Political Science Association Women’s Caucus for Political Science, 2018  
Urban Politics Section Chair, Southern Political Science Association, 2016 
Advisory Board Member, Committee on the Status of Women in the Profession, American Political Science 

Association, 2016-Present 
Selection Committee, Best Book Award, National Conference of Black Political Scientist, 2015 
Co-Author, “Who is NCOBPS? Membership Report,” National Conference of Black Political Scientist, 2015 
 
Reviewer  
American Journal of Political Science; American Political Science Review, Journal of Politics; Perspectives on Politics, Political Behavior, 
Politics, Groups and Identities, Political Research Quarterly, PS: Political Science and Politic, Journal of Elections Public Opinions, and 
Parties, Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and Politics, Research and Politics, Russell Sage Foundation and Time-Sharing Experiments for 
Social Sciences (TESS) 
 
Member  
American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, National Conference of Black 
Political Scientists, International Society of Political Psychology 
 
RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 
 

American Politics, Race, Ethnicity and Politics, Political Psychology, Political Behavior, Experimental & Survey 
Methods 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 

Reference available upon request 


